
DEALS OF THE YEAR:
The Best Deals of 2013

21Acquisition International  |  December 2013  | 

distressed economic environment. This has given us 
increased opportunities to work with listed groups 
which appreciate our team organization and strategic 
approach with regard to the vigilance and reactivity 
they require for their M&A transactions.

As part of the growing activity of the firm at a 
European level, in October 2012 de Gaulle Fleurance 
& Associés established a fully owned subsidiary 
in Brussels, with three new partners. The firm has 
strengthened its practice in European competition law, 
among other complementary practices, as well as in 
state aid issues and has the capability to:
• Assist clients in investigation, pre-litigation and 

litigation matters before the European Union 
Commission and courts of justice

• Assist clients in EU regulatory matters and policy, 
as well as with lobbying strategies in a wide range 
of areas, and

• Assist clients in France-Belgium cross-border and 
economic investment activities.

De Gaulle Fleurance & Associés is organized around 
two main divisions: a Corporate Structure Division and 
a Corporate Operations Division, in order to better 
align with its corporate clients’ own organizations and 
meet their needs. 

Rather than being organized in vertical teams or 
department based, the firm favours an integrated and 
cross-practice approach to client assignments with 
the implementation of virtual teams of experts on a 
project-by-project basis, to foster strategic goals with 
regard to the legal concerns of the matters at hand.

Our human resources management strives to ensure 
excellent harmony between our teams, which is 
reflected by the stability and low turnover of team 
leaders and the reinforcement of the firm’s know-
how with strong dynamism illustrated by in-house 
promotions and external hiring. Its ability to mobilize, 
pool talent and tap synergies allows the firm to ensure 
the delivery of a first-class service and the availability 
of its teams.

Looking to 2014 we have noticed that even M&A 
deals are more frequently dealt with in a litigious 
context resulting in the appointment of an ad hoc 
agent (mandataire ad hoc) or a judicial proceeding. 
We think such negotiations with the firms’ litigation 

De Gaulle Fleurance & Associés is an integrated full 
service law firm, offering both transactional and 
litigation services, which today includes more than 100 
fee-earners, including 30 partners, in both Paris and 
Brussels. Partners Stéphanie Roy and Vincent Schmitt, 
and senior counsel François Couhadon explain more…
--------------------------------------------------------------
De Gaulle Fleurance & Associés advised Andromède 
with the takeover bid initiated by the latter on the 
shares and convertible bonds issued by Oeneo, a major 
player in the wine industry specialising in cask and 
barrel-making, as well as cork-based closure systems 
among others.

Pursuant to this takeover bid opening on 4 June 
2013 and closing after reopening on 6 August 2013, 
Andromède’s shareholding in the capital and voting 
rights of Oeneo rose from 37.92% to 62.73%.

“We were in charge of the bidders’ interests and as 
such structured the deal and its financing, drafted the 
documents required under stock market regulation 
(including information note and regulated press 
releases) and liaised with Oeneo and its counsel, the 
financial advisor of Andromède (DC Advisory) and the 
two sponsoring banks (Crédit du Nord and Société 
Générale)” explains Stéphanie.

Stéphanie and François acted with respect to 
structuring, corporate and stock market regulation 
while Vincent acted with respect to structuring and tax 
aspects. 

Other major achievements this year have been 
assisting a listed group, specialising in the production, 
sale and marketing of spirits, eaux-de-vie and liquors, 
with the sale of their Cognac production and activity 
to a foreign state-owned company that specialises in 
the production and sale of alcoholic beverages.

De Gaulle Fleurance & Associés also represented a 
privately owned holding in the sale of the shares of a 
listed national spirits producer via an accelerated book 
building transaction, amounting to US$128 million. 

Both of these cases were complex due to their legal 
structure, timing and the current economic climate.

De Gaulle Fleurance & Associés has managed to 
maintain its growth trend despite the frequently 

practitioners will become more crucial in future years. 
Moreover, the French Stock market regulations should 
be heavily simplified and significantly accelerated (for 
private placement for example) so France will become 
one of the most competitive financial markets in 
Europe.

Stéphanie Roy, partner 
Stéphanie has developed highly specialized expertise 
in the context of mergers and acquisitions, capital 
markets and capital ventures in various fields such 
as finance, real estate, industry or services. She 
particularly appreciates large-scale projects involving 
intricate structures or complex technical issues.

Vincent Schmitt, partner 
Vincent’s area of practice covers tax advice and tax 
litigation regarding both corporate and private clients. 
He is mainly involved in international operations and 
complex corporate structuring, and domestic and cross 
border mergers and acquisitions.

François Couhadon, senior counsel 
François is involved in mergers and acquisitions, 
securities law and private equity and advises a variety 
of listed and unlisted companies and investment funds 
on domestic and cross-border transactions.
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